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DATA FROM THE U.S. DEFARTMENT OF COMMERCE AND THE U.S.
DEPARTMENT OF LABOR, 1964-66, DESCRIBE THE CONTRIBUTION OF
WORKING WIVES TO FAMILY INCOME. NEARLY HALF OF ALL WOMEN
18-64 YEARS OF AGE WORK. ABOUT THREE OF FIVE OF T“HESE WOMEN
ARE MARRIED AND LIVING WITH THEIR HUSBANDS. OF THE 4Z2.1
MILLION HUSBAND-WIFE FAMILIES IN THE UNITED STATES IN MARCH
1966, 14.2 MILLION HAD THE WIFE IN THE FAID LABCR FORCE. IN
THOSE FAMILIES, THE MEDIAN INCOME WAS $8,507 A YEAR COMFARED
WITH $6,592 IN THE FAMILIES IN WHICH THE WIFE DID NOT WORK.
AMONG NEGRO HUSBAND-WIFE FAMILIES, THE MEDIAN INCOME WAS
$5,429 WHEN THE WIFE WAS AN EARNER AND $3,650 WHEN SHE WAS
NOT. OF ALL THE HUSBAND-WIFE FAMILIES IN 1966, 20 FERCENT OF
THE HUSBANDS HAD INCOMES OF LESS THAN $3,000, AND ANOTHER 20
FERCENT HAD INCCMES OF $3 - $5,0800 COMFARED WITH HUSBAND~WIFE
INCOMES OF 6 FERCENT AND 17 PERCENT RESFECTIVELY IN THE SAME
WAGE BRACKETS. IN 24 FERCENT OF ALL HUSBAND-WIFE FAMILIES,
THE WIFE ACCOUNTED FOR 40 PERCENT OR MORE OF THE FAMILY
INCOME IN 1965, AND IN 39 PERCENT, THE CONTRIBUTION WAS 30
FERCENT OR MORE. IN 44 PERCENT OF THE HUSBAND-WIFE FAMILIES
IN WHICH THE WIFE WORKED FULL-TIME, THE WIFE ACCOUNTED FCR 40
FERCENT OR MORE OF THE FAMILY INCOME. THE MEDIAN PERCENT CF
FAMILY INCOME ACCOUNTED FOR BY THE WIFE'S EARNINGS INCREASED
IN DIRECT RATIO TO THE SIZE OF THE FAMILY INCOME UP TO
$15,000. (FF)
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WORKING WIVES--THEIR CONTRIBUTION TO FAMILY INCOME

Nearly half of all women 18 to 64 years of age work in any one month.
About 3 cut of 5 of these women are married and living with their husbends.
Nearly all of these wives contribute to family inccme. It is often the

fe's earnings that raise family income shove poverty levels.l/ In oither
; Liifamilies the wife's contribution raises the family's income from low- to
E & middle-income levels. In fact, it is at the middle-income level thet the

f largest proportion of wives are in the labor force.
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* * * * * * %

There were 42.1 million husband-wife families in the United Stetes in

- March 1966. (Table 1) In 14.2 million of these families, the wife was in
& the paid labor force. In the husband-wife families where the wife was an
3 | earner, the medien family income in 1965 2/was $8,597 a year. In those

= B femilies where the wife did not work, the median family income was $5,592.
Only 6 percent of the hysband-wife families had incomes of less than $3,000
in 1965 when the wife—#as in the paid labor force; 1T percent, when she was
not. There were 5.6 million husbend-wife families with incomes of less than
$3,000 in 1965. Many of the 1.5 million families with incomes between $3,000
and $4,999, where the wife was an earner, might well have fallen into the
poverty group if it had not been for the wife's contribution to family income.

About one-third of all husbend-wife families had incomes below $7,000
in 1965 when the wife was a worker; over half, when she was not. {An income
of $7,000 in 1965 dollars is considered & modest but adequate income for an
urben family of four.) In 2.8 million of the 7.9 miilion husband-wife
families with annual incomes of $7,000 to $8,999, the wife was in the paid
labor force. A large proportion of these families might well have received
incomes below this modest but adequate level if the wife had not been &
worker.

The higher the annual family income (up to $15,000), the greater is the
1ikelihood that the wife is in the labor force. The labor force participa-
tion of wives in March 1966 was lowest (13 percent) in families with 1965
incomes of less than $2,000, and highest (49 percent) in families with in-
comes of $12,000 to $14,999.

* * * * * ¥* *

;/ For purposes of this study, families with incomes of less then $3,000
a year vere considered to be living in poverty.
2/ This is the latest date for which information is available.
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The contribution of working wives to family income is even more
significant among Negro husband-wife femilies. There were 3.2 million f
such families in the United States in March 1965.3/ (Table 2) In 1.5
million of these families, the wife wes in the paid labor force. The
median family income in 196k was $5,%29 when the wife was an earner and
$3,650 when she was not. Only 20 percent of the Negro husband-wife
, families had incomes of less than $3,000 when the wife was an earner.

: In contrast, when the wife did nct work outside the home, almost twice
as many (39 percent) were poor. There were nearly 950,000 Negro husband-
wife families with incomes of less than $3,000 in 1964. Many of the more ]
thar 360,000 families with incomes between $3,000 and $4,999 where the

wife was an earner also might bave hnad Lhis 1ivtle income e€xCeépv Lor ner
contribution to family income. ,

o P

L b Skt i
‘
{
13
!
{
3
1
|
H
|
i
i
£
i
H
g

e N g & A

et itaded

A smaller proportion of Negro husband-wife families had incomes of
less than $7,000 in 1964 when the wife worked (69 percent) than when \
she did not (85 percent). OFf all Negro husband-wife families with in-
comes of $7,000 to $8,999, there were 204,000 where the wife was an .
earner. A good share of these families probably would have had incomes i
below the modest but adequate level if the wife had not been in the paid

laber force.

As was true for all families with income (up to $15,000) in 1965,
the larger the family income in 1964 among Negro husband-wife families
the greater the likelihood that the wife was in the paid labor force.
Only 25 percent of wives in Negro husbend-wife families were workers when
5 the family income was under $2,000. But among Negro husbend-wife families
with incomes of $10,000 and over, 76 percent of the wives were earners.
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Ancther measure of the contribution of working wives is the number
and distribution of husbend-wife couples according to the income of the
husband alone. There were 42.8 million husband-wife couples in March 1966.4/
(Table 3) More than one-fifth, or 9.1 million, of the husbands had own
incomee of iess than $3,000 in 1965. Almost another one-fifth had own in-
comes of $3,000 to $5,000. Since only 6 percent of husband-wife families
had family incomes of less than $3,000 and only 17 y-rcent had family in-
comes of less than $5,000 when the wife was in the paid labor force, the
real contribution made by the working wife is evident.

/ See footnote 2.
%/ of these, 42.1 million were husband-wife families and 719,000 were

merried couples where the husband was not head of the household.
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The picture is similar among nonwhite husband-wife couples. There
vere 3.6 million such couples in March 1965.5/ (Table 4) Nearly two-fifths,
or 1.4 million, of the husbands had own incomes of less than $3,000 in 196k.
About TO percent had own incomes of less than $5,000. As was shown in
table 2, only one-fifth of Negro husband-wife families had 196l incomes of
less than $3,000 and U5 percent had incomes of less than $5,000 when the
vife was an earner.6

A T B R I

Just hLiow much 40 working wives contribute to family income? According
to & study made by the Bureau of lLabor Statistics, the median percent of
family income in 1965 accounted for by the wife's esrnings was 22.4 percent.
But if the wife worked full time year round, it was 37.6 percent. (Table 5)
It was & little greater among nonwhite than white nonfarm families: 25.1

percent and 23.6 percent, respectively.

It should be noted, however, that in 2% percent of all husband-wife
families, the wife accounted for 40 persent or more of the family income in
1965; and in 39 percent of the husband-wife families, her contribution was
30 percent or more. In Ui percent of the husband-wife families where the
wife worked full time year round, the wife accounted for 40 percent or more
of the family income.

The proportions were even higher among nonwhite nonfarm families. In
27 percent of these families, the wife accounted for 40 percent or more of
the family income in 1965; in 43 percent, her contribution was 30 percent
or more. :

The median percent of family income aécounted for by the wife's earnings
increased in direct ratio to the size of the family income up to $15,000 and
over. This percent was highest (29 percent) in families with incomes between
$10,000 and $15,000.

5/ of these, 3.5 million were husband-wife families and 115,000 were
married couples where the husband was not head of the household.

6/ Income data for nonwhite husband-wife families are not available.
However, about 93 percent of all nonvhite persons sre Negro.

Note.--The figures in this study are from the U.S. Department of
Commerce, Bureau of the Census ,and the U.S. Department of Iabor, Bureau
of labor Statistics.
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Table 3.--Husband-Wife Couples in the Population, by Income of
Hushand in 1965 and Labor Force Participation of Wife,

March 1966
Labor force

Income of Number Pergent participation

husband (in thousands) distribution rate of wives
Total 42,826 100.0 35.4
Undexr $3,000 9,138 21.3 32.3
$3,000 to $4,999 8,177 19.1 Lo.7
$5,000 to $6,999 9,99k 23.3 \ 40.3
$7:000 to $9:999 9,290 2.7 35.1
$10,000 and over 6,226 1k.5 25.8

Source: U.S. Department of labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics:
Monthly Iabor Review, April 1967.
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Tahle 4.--Nonwhite Husband-Wife Couples in the Population, by
Income of Husband in 196k and Labor Force Participation of
Wife, March 1965

Iabor force

Income of Number Percent participation
husband (in thousands) distribution rate of wives
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Under $3,000 1,368
$3,000 to $4,999 1,156
$5 ,000 to $6)999 629
$7,000 and over 432

W
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Source: U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics:
Special Labor Force Report No. 6k.

e e

e e e b e

B,

P oo
.




*J96T TTady ‘msTAsYy I0qUT ATYIUON $SOTASTAWIG IOQWT Jo neaang ‘Ioqe] JO quawmqreds@ °*g8°N :doInog

L

*3TqUTTRA® 30N /2

-uorqerndod TSUOTINATHSUTUOU UBTTTATO 943 03 $39Ta1 BI8q /T

(/2) 2TIE‘6$ 669°6$ H6e‘6$ (/2) wet‘ed SWoOUT UBTPSH
T°9 LTt L°6T 9°22 g°6¢t 0°00T Q12 I9A0 puUR 000°STS
8L 0°LT Legz 0°8T n°HE 0°00T 9°ge 666°4T$ 02 000°0T$
0°TT 24T 2°9tT G et 2ty 0°00T 742 mmmxmm 03 000°L
T°4/T 6°6 Q°TT 6°0t G°€S 0°00T g°LT 666°9$ ©3 000°S
L-gt 9°H f°L e 1T 2°8¢ 0°00T 8°€T 6661 03 000°E$
9°LT 29 Leg £-6 2°66 0°00T #°TT 666°2$ 02 000‘2$
24T #°h 0°6 9°6 Q°0L 0°00T Ly 000‘e$ Tepun
somooutr ATIwed
€1e L2z rAR g° &t 0°4T 0°00T 9°LE ISHIOA SWTF-TTNJ PUNOX-T8IX
Wc@ ..How \m..w mom @oMN OoOO.H No.; mreqf
6°11 8° 11 0°'9t 0°St Eoen 0°00T 1°Se 93 TyATON
9°TT 9°3T 6 ST R ST S i 0°00T 9°€e 99 TUuM
o°2t g°et 6 ST 6T Coihy 0°00T g° €2 WIBJUON
Q° 1T 6°T1 2'st 9°4T G*of 0°00T 1°82 @oustIodxs
JIOM YITA SOATM Te30]
I3A0 6°64 6°6¢ 6°62 0°0e 18308 sSutuxes 8,3JTA £Aq S0T38TISFOBIVYD
PUB 005 ©2 0°0ft 03 0°0t 01 0°n2 _Uusyy 8897 JXO0J POIUNOOOV Pa903Ta8

SPUTUIBS 8,9F1A XG JOJ PojUNOdIW SWOIUT ATFwel

—

JO 3usoasd £q S2ATA JO UWOTINGTIFSTP JUSDISG

awmooutT ATIWeX
Jo quaoxad UBTPOW

/T 996t
UT SWOOUT LTTWAY JO quUadaad

UoITBH ¢80TASTIS908IBU) POOSTAE Lq €CO6T
8 §8 {JUSBAIJ DPUBYSVH) USWOM PITAIBH JO STUTUIBY--*G STAHL

B i

e

S L5 B
el S S S )

b
4

U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1967 0—23%8-5435




